as PCP alleges. In fact, the Chea per Med-
icines bill seeks to broaden the medical
treatment and options available for both
the physician and his/her patient by
making medicines more accessible and
affordable to the public.

The argument of PCP that making
medicines affordable would undermine
drug safety and efficacy has no basis in
fact, No less than the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) has been actively
campaigning for the use of generic equiv-
alent for medical treatment, even encour-
aging physicians to issue prescriptions
using generic names only,

Surely the members of PCP will not
deny the fact that one of the reasons why
most Filipinos have not followed pre-
scribed treatment is because of their lack

fordable and cl::ality medicines; the core
principle of which is protecting and pro~
moting the right to life of patients. This
is a fundamental principle which the PCP
members should fully understand as
health professionals who have made the
solemn vow to protect the sanctity of an
individual’s life.

While the PCP remains preoccupied
with their unfounded fears about gener-
ic and cheaper medicines, indigent pa-
tients are being deprived of their right
to access safe and affordable medicines.
— NYMIA PIMENTEL-SIMBULAN,
Ph.D., chairperson, Medical Action
Group, Inc. (MAG), EDELIZA P. HER-
NANDEZ, Executive Director, Medical
Action Group, Inc. (MAG) 45 St. Mary.
5t,, Cubao, Quezon City



